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Judge Michael A. Shipp was appointed to the federal bench to serve as a United States District 
Court Judge for the District of New Jersey in July 2012. Prior to his elevation to the District Court, 
Judge Shipp served as a United States Magistrate Judge for the District of New Jersey. He is a 
respected jurist known for his dedication to justice and fairness in the legal system. Judge Shipp 
displays a keen understanding of complex legal matters and a steadfast commitment to impartiality. 
His rulings reflect a deep respect for the law and a dedication to ensuring fair and equitable 
outcomes. To this end, Judge Shipp is one of a limited number of judges selected by the Judicial 
Panel on Multidistrict Litigation to oversee complex multidistrict litigations, and he currently 
oversees one of the largest multidistrict litigations in the country. 

Prior to his appointment to the federal bench, Judge Shipp served in several different capacities in 
both government and private practice. He began his legal career with a clerkship for the Supreme 
Court of New Jersey. Thereafter, he spent eight years with the law firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP. At Skadden, he worked across multiple practice areas including complex 
commercial litigation, labor and employment, products liability, and contracts. 

Judge Shipp’s commitment to public service led him to various roles within the legal community. 
In September 2003, he joined the New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety as the Assistant 
Attorney General in-charge-of the State’s Consumer Protection Practice Group. As an Assistant 
Attorney General, he managed and assisted counsel in the litigation of large institutional investor 
class actions and individual lawsuits, served as the primary point person on consumer protection 
enforcement issues, and reviewed and commented on proposed legislation and policy issues. In 
February 2007, Judge Shipp was named Counsel to the Attorney General, where he served as a top 
advisor to the Attorney General, assisted in managing day-to-day issues, and strategized with 
attorneys and other government officials on significant litigation matters. Judge Shipp’s 
unwavering dedication to upholding the principles of justice earned him recognition and respect 
from his peers and the legal community at large. 

Judge Shipp is an adjunct professor at Seton Hall University School of Law. He is a graduate of 
Rutgers University and Seton Hall University School of Law. He also received a Master’s degree 
from Duke Law School. He is the recipient of numerous awards, including the Alumni of the Year 
Public Service Award and Adjunct Professor of the Year Award from Seton Hall University School 
of Law. 

Outside of the courtroom, Judge Shipp is actively involved in legal education and community 
outreach initiatives, striving to promote legal literacy and access to justice for all people. His 
tireless efforts have left a lasting impact on the legal profession and the communities he serves. 


