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Trademark and Unfair Competition   
   

Week 1 Readings and Activities   
   
   

Week 1:  Trademarks and Other Naming Systems   

   
  

Objectives   Requirements   

At the end of the week, you should be able to:   

   
1. Explain the purposes of trademark law, both in     
               the historical and modern contexts   
   
2. Describe how trademark law aids in brand                       
recognition and business identity   
   
3. Compare trademark law with patent and                 
copyright law   

    

   

Readings:    

1. Intellectual Property: Private Rights, The  Public 
Interest, and the Regulation of   

Creative Activity, Ghosh et al., (Thomson  
West 3rd Edition): Book, pp 531-560    

  
2. History of Tradearks  
  
3. Lamparello v. Falwell   

   
Video Presentation:   

1. View the video presentation by Monday of this 
week.   

   
Activities:    

Activity # 1: Tutorial Questions   
      Activity # 2: Discussion Questions   
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Tutorial Questions for Week 1   
   

The Tutorial Questions are designed to ensure that you have an accurate understanding of the key points in 
the readings.  Answers to these questions can be any length.  Your goal should be to accurately state the 
relevant points of law as concisely as possible.  Your professor will provide feedback and guidance on your 
responses. Answers are due by 11:59PM on Wednesday.     

   

TQ 1.1: Explain the difference between a trademark, a trade name and a domain name, including the                  
significance of the goods and services requirement.    

TQ 1.2: Explain the concept of origin/originality in trademark law.   

TQ 1.3: What are the key differences between patent law, trademark law, and copyright law?   
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Discussion Questions for Week 1   

   
A "threaded discussion" is a discussion forum that allows students to respond to questions posted by the 
professor (original responses), which can then be read by other users who add their own comments in 
response (secondary postings). Unlike chat rooms and other "real-time" interaction forums, threaded 
discussions do not require different users to be logged on at the same time.    

Discussion questions are assigned each week.  Original responses to these questions must be posted by 
Thursday at 11:59PM. Original responses must be at least 250 words and must incorporate concepts from 
the lectures and assigned readings.    

Secondary Responses/Postings: Each student must post two or more secondary responses to other 
students’ postings for each discussion question.  Secondary responses are due by 11:59PM on the 
Monday following the week in which the questions were assigned.  They must be a minimum of 150 
words and, like original responses, should incorporate concepts from the lectures and assigned readings. 
Students are encouraged to embark on interactive discussions that go beyond the minimum number of 
secondary postings.     
   
Although the discussion board is expected o be student-driven, professors will be participating in the 
discussions as well.    
   

DQ 1.1: Do trademarks promote innovation, in the same manner as copyrights and patents?   

DQ 1.2:  Trademarks are normally intended to protect consumer associations between a product or 
service and its source.  Do you think that it should be possible to protect trademarks with respect to 
social and cultural movements like "Black Lives Matter"? If so, in what circumstances, should these 
marks be protectable? See Controlling Black Lives Matter: the battle to trademark a movement. 

https://www.worldtrademarkreview.com/article/controlling-black-lives-matter-the-battle-trademark-movement

