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A proven leader in intercollegiate sports, event management and sport law for over three 
decades, Richard J. Ensor was named the third Commissioner of the Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference in August 1988. Ensor has provided leadership in a period of conference realignment 
and growth in intercollegiate athletics and the MAAC. During his tenure the MAAC has secured a 
stable membership base, expanded the number of championships conducted and developed an 
extensive marketing program cemented with broadcast agreements with ESPN, a web paged 
hosted by SIDEARM Sports and secured championship venues such as the Jim Whelan Boardwalk 
Hall (Atlantic City, NJ) and Disney Sports Attractions. During a time of tumultuous realignment, 
health and financial challenges within NCAA Division I conferences the MAAC remains a 
homogenous association of private institutions of similar size and funding, which are committed 
to student-athlete excellence both on the playing fields and in the classroom. The MAAC’s 
graduation rate is yearly in the top 25% of all leagues and in August 2020 the MAAC again 
received a NCAA Public Recognition Award for its member schools placing in the top 10% in the 
NCAA’s Academic Progress Rate for student-athletes. 
 
Ensor is a past member of the NCAA Division I Women's Basketball Committee and past president 
of the Collegiate Commissioners Association (CCA). He serves on the boards of the Sports Lawyers 
Association, WBCA, the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame, Philadelphia Sports Congress, and 
NACDA's IAAA ADs. He has just completed a two-year term on the NCAA DI Council where he 
served as chair of the Women’s Basketball Oversight Committee on which he will remain with a 
recent 4-year term renewal. Since 2017, Ensor has served on the Arizona State University Sports 
Law and Business Program National Advisory Board.   
 
A 1975 graduate of Saint Peter's University, Ensor has served in many administrative capacities 
in college sports including positions at his alma mater, Saint Louis University and Seton Hall 
University. In 1982, Ensor was awarded a Master's degree in sports management with honors 
from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. An attorney, Ensor graduated from Seton Hall 
University's School of Law in 1987 and was admitted to the New Jersey Bar in June of that year. 



 
 
 

 
He has taught as an Assistant Professor in Sport Management at UMass, where his concentration 
was on sports marketing and sports law, and as an adjunct at Seton Hall School of Law. 
 
Ensor is a member of many professional associations, including the American Bar Association. In 
addition, Ensor is a member of sport-related associations such as the Sports Lawyers Association, 
the New Jersey Bar Association Sports Law Committee, the American Bar Association, Forum on 
the Entertainment and Sports Industries, Philadelphia Sports Congress, NACDA and the CAANJ. 
In 2017, Ensor was first elected Treasurer of the Sports Lawyer’s Association and his term was 
extended another three years in 2020.  He has published in the areas of Sport Law, and Sport 
Marketing. In 1994 Ensor served as chair of the New Jersey Bar Association Sport Law Committee. 
 
Ensor and his wife Deirdre, who are the parents of four children reside in Lanoka Harbor, NJ. 
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