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INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
THE CASE OF GRAND RAVINE MASSACRES 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF JEAN-PIERRE FRANTZY AS A VICTIM AND EYE-WITNESS OF 

THE AUGUST 2005 MASSACRE AND SUBSEQUENT VIOLENCE IN GRAND 
RAVINE 

 
I, JEAN-PIERRE FRANTZY, hereby declare that the following statements are true to the best of 
my knowledge:  
  

1. I am a citizen of the Republic of Haiti and a resident of Grand Ravine, a neighborhood in 
Port-au-Prince.  I was present at the soccer stadium on August 20, 2005 when the state-
sanctioned massacre took place and was able to escape unharmed, but not without losing 
my cousin, Erinal Alcidas, to the bloodshed.  I was also witness to the violence in Grand 
Ravine on August 21, 2005, July 6-7, 2006, and July 26-27, 2006.  Despite fear of 
retaliation from the gangs that target the residents of Grand Ravine, I want justice for my 
cousin and neighbors who have been killed. 

 
Accounts of the Violence on August 20, 2005 

 
2. On August 20, 2005, my cousin, Erinal Alcidas, and I attended a soccer match.  The 

stadium was very crowded because everyone was really excited to see two famous soccer 
players who were going to play.  People were seated in the trees surrounding the stadium 
and on the ground along its walls so that they could watch the match.  On one side of the 
stadium was a two-level school, where fans gathered on both levels in order to get a view 
of the field.  Erinal and I managed to find standing room on the second level of the 
school.  I didn’t know it then, but these would be the last moments my cousin and I 
would ever spend together. 

 
3. As the second half of the soccer match was about to start, I saw armed police officers in 

uniform enter the stadium.  Some of the officers were wearing ski masks.  With them was 
a man in a white t-shirt and jeans with a handgun holster on the hip of his jeans.  I later 
learned that this man was Carlo Lochard, the Commissioner of the Police.  A group of 
men in civilian clothes also entered with the police.  I recognized the civilians as 
members of an anti-Aristide gang, which is now known as the Lame Ti Machet 
(hereinafter the “Little Machete Army”), as they typically wield machetes.  The group 
had been working together since 2004 to repress supporters of the Aristide-backed 
political party, Lavalas, and intimidate the residents of Grand Ravine, where many 
Lavalas supporters live.  

 
4. As the police came in, people clapped believing that they were there to provide security.  

The police spread out around the stadium and lined the edges of the field.  There was 
only one large gate through which people and vehicles could pass into the stadium.  The 
only other way out, a smaller entrance door, was locked. The gate stood directly across 
from the school where I was standing.  I saw Lochard pull the entrance gate closed and 
lock us inside the stadium.  An officer walked to the DJ stand and took the microphone. 



He told everybody to get down.  At first, no one moved, unsure of what to do.  The crowd 
started to stir with noise.  Again, I heard, “Everybody get down.”  

 
5. From where I was, I could see the gate shaking violently.  A man was yelling from the 

other side.  Lochard shot towards the gate.  At that point, the police opened fire on us.  I 
saw people fall to the ground from atop the walls of the stadium and from the level of the 
school building below me, as they either frantically tried to escape or were shot down.  
One police officer carrying a large gun dropped down to the ground, rolled, and then 
began shooting in the air at the people in the trees, who fell down inside and outside the 
walls of the stadium.  Gang members with machetes were waiting to finish them off as 
their bodies hit the ground. 

 
6. I crouched down in order to avoid the bullets, and noticed that my cousin, who was next 

to me, had been shot in the shoulder.  I saw him fall from the second level of the school 
building to the field below.  Before I had a chance to react, I heard a police officer yelling 
through the microphone for those of us on the school building to come down to the field.   

 
7. I made my way down from the school building and saw a member of the Little Machete 

Army, who I recognized because we grew up together in Grand Ravine, talking to my 
cousin.  I tried to make out what he was saying, but I was too far away and was being 
crushed by the weight of the crowd.  I lost control and was pushed down to the ground.  I 
lost track of my cousin after that.  Near me, I watched as my childhood friends were 
attacked with machetes.  I looked over and heard a gang member tell a police officer that 
a friend of mine was a “Chimè Gran Ravin” and a “Rat pa Kaka,” identifying him as a 
Lavalas supporter from Grand Ravine.  Eventually he escaped, but not without being 
hacked by a machete.   

 
8. The police told us to get up and put our hands on our heads, and then directed us out of 

the entrance gate, which was open again.  Standing at the gate were several police 
officers and members of the Little Machete Army.  When the Little Machete Army 
identified a person as “Chimè Gran Ravin,” a police officer or a member of their gang 
would pull the person out of the line.  Luckily, I was not pulled out of line.   

 
9. As we left, police officers outside of the stadium shot their guns in the air.  I saw that the 

Little Machete members were using machetes marked “PNH,” which are the initials of 
the Haitian National Police.  After getting out of the stadium, I saw that the main road 
was filled with gunfire and gang members attacking people with machetes.  At first, I ran 
towards the main road, then turned and ran towards a nearby road, where people were 
scrambling to get onto a Tap Tap (a pick-up truck used as a shared public taxi).  The 
truck was full so I set off behind it on foot.  Five gangsters with machetes intercepted the 
truck. I saw them pull a man down from the truck and hit him repeatedly with the 
machetes.  Fortunately, I was able to escape unharmed. 

 
 
 
 



Eye-witness account of August 21, 2005 events 
 

10. By the next morning, news spread throughout my community that at least 25 people had 
died the day before.  I went back to the soccer stadium with others from Grande Ravine, 
to look for their family members and my cousin.  When we arrived at the stadium, the 
only body we saw was a woman who had been chopped into three pieces.  We continued 
our search at the hospital morgue.  I told the staff that we were looking for my cousin and 
other people who had been attacked during the prior day’s match.  The hospital staff told 
me that an ambulance had brought only six people in total.  I described Erinal’s clothing 
and they said that his body had been brought in that morning.  The hospital let us see the 
six bodies.  It was then that I identified the lifeless body of my cousin, Erinal Alcidas.  
 

11. On the way back from the hospital, we saw police cars approaching the crossroads in 
front of Grand Ravine.  The police cars stopped as we were walking into Grand Ravine.  
My neighbor recognized Carlo Lochard from the soccer match the day before.  When 
members of the Little Machete Army, with machetes marked with PNH in their hands, 
joined the police, we knew we were in danger.  At this point, people in Grand Ravine 
began to flee from their houses and head toward the nearby mountain with only their 
children in their arms, leaving their belongings behind.  I started to run toward the 
mountain and the Little Machete Army followed closely behind.  As I fled, I could hear 
shooting.  

 
12. Once I was further up the mountain, I looked down on Grand Ravine and witnessed a 

group of about twenty Little Machete Army gang members enter a courtyard shared by 
many homes. One gang member was holding a jug of gasoline.  After a few moments, I 
saw them run out of the courtyard.  Smoke and fire burst from within the courtyard.   
People who remained in their houses later told me that members of the Little Machete 
Army identified houses of supposed “gangsters,” poured gasoline on them, and then lit 
them on fire.  I saw at least three homes destroyed that day, including the home of Bruner 
Esterne, who became the President of the Grand Ravine Community Council for Human 
Rights and was later assassinated.  

 
The Struggle for Justice 

 
13. On August 25, 2005, we joined our lawyer, Evel Fanfan, to go to the morgue in an effort 

to recover the bodies of our loved ones and give them a proper burial.  The staff refused 
to hand over the bodies because of a police investigation.  They told us that the police 
were investigating to determine if they were gangsters.  Even after the investigation 
showed that none of the dead people were gangsters, it still took four months and several 
demonstrations, press conferences, and sit-ins to get the bodies back.  Several members 
of the Little Machete Army came to the funeral to intimidate us, yelling slogans like 
“Chimè Gran Ravin” and “Rat pa Kaka” as we entered the church. 

 
14. After the funeral was over, I gave a statement to the police but was never asked to give an 

official testimony before a court.  Sometime later, seventeen police officers including 
Commissioner Lochard were arrested as a result of the police report.  The court told five 
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PEREZINTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
THE CASE OF GRAND RAVINE MASSACRES 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF EVEL FANFAN AS THE ATTORNEY FOR THE VICTIMS OF THE 
AUGUST 2005 MASSACRE AND SUBSEQUENT VIOLENCE IN GRAND RAVINE 

 
I, Evel Fanfan, hereby declare that the following statements are true to the best of my 
knowledge: 
 

1. I am a citizen of the Republic of Haiti and the president of the Action des Unités 
Motivés pour une Haïti de Droits (“AUMOHD”).  AUMOHD is a Haitian human 
rights organization that promotes the rights and dignity of the human person through 
legal assistance, community organizing, and training to empower local citizens to 
advocate for their rights. 
 

2. Part of my work with AUMOHD is focused on bringing justice and safety to the 
people of Grand Ravine, whose relatives were massacred by officers of the Haitian 
National Police and members of a local gang called the Little Machete Army in 
Martissant on August 20, 2005 and who were targeted at their homes in the Grande 
Ravine on August 21, 2005 and then twice more in July 2006. 

 
3. In my capacity as their legal representative, I have done everything in my power to 

seek justice for my clients, including advocating to numerous senior officials, 
pressing the local court in Haiti for a judgment in the case against the perpetrators of 
the massacre on August 20, 2005, and organizing countless press conferences, 
protests, and sit-ins. 

 
4. I first learned about the violence at the soccer match in Martissant on August 20, 

2005, the day that it occurred.  Within a week of the massacre I traveled to Grand 
Ravine to interview people.  I was shocked when I heard witnesses describe the 
brutality of our government officials acting in concert with armed gangs and 
committed to do everything I could to obtain justice for these people.  

 
5. On September 6, 2005, members of AUMOHD and I met with the chief of human 

rights for MINUSTAH, Mr. Thierry Fagart, and we came up a plan for investigating 
the attacks against Grand Ravine residents.  At that meeting, we pledged to seek 
specific information about those wounded or killed and to protect the witnesses of the 
massacre and relatives of the victims.  Since much of the evidence was not made 
public, we felt that we would not be able to implement the plan without the assistance 
of the Haitian government. 
 



6. That same day, I sent a letter to the Prosecutor of the trial court, Jean Daniel Audin, 
requesting that the Haitian government order autopsies for six victims located at the 
hospital morgue and demanding that legal action be pursued against the perpetrators 
of the massacre. On September 8, 2005, the prosecutor granted the request for 
autopsies and ordered the Central Directorate of Judicial Police (“CDJP”) to 
investigate the massacre. 

 
7. On October 13, 2005, I also sent a letter to President Boniface Alexandre, Prime 

Minister Gérard Latortue, and the Minister of Justice Bernard Gousse, notifying them 
of the criminal acts perpetrated by the PNH in August 2005 and asking them for their 
attention to this matter and for financial assistance with the funerals of the victims. 
That same month, I also made several appearances on television and radio programs 
demanding security for the victims.  

 
8. In November 2005, the CDJP released its report, which concluded that police officers 

had fired upon the crowd at the soccer match in Martissant and that the operation was 
premeditated and illegal.  It further concluded that the operation had been planned by 
high level officials within the Haitian police and recommended that certain police 
officers and members of the Little Machete Army be prosecuted for murder and 
assault with a deadly weapon.  After the report was released, I learned that seventeen 
police officers had been arrested in connection with the massacre.  

 
9. Shortly thereafter, the Prosecutor sent the case to the Instruction Judge, who was 

assigned to investigate the case.  Under the laws of Haiti, the victims of the massacre 
were not able to obtain civil remedies until after the initial finding of guilt; therefore, 
this judicial proceeding was critical to our efforts.   

 
10. Unfortunately, the initial progress of the case was derailed following the submission 

of the evidence to Instruction Judge Perez-Paul for further investigation.   Although 
Judge Perez-Paul took some initial statements from the witnesses, they were never 
asked to formally testify in court.  Despite the requirement under Haitian law that the 
Instruction Judge decide whether a case should proceed to trial within three months, 
the case remains pending in his office to this day and I am unaware of any efforts he 
has made to advance the case since 2006.   The only action that he has taken was to 
release the suspected perpetrators of the massacre pending further investigation.   

 
11. Frustrated with these results, I called the clerk of the court, demanding to know why 

they had been released.  The clerk said that there had been no ruling on the case and 
refused to disclose any information on the matter.  Absent a decision to appeal, the 
victims and their relatives were left without recourse. 



 
12. Concerned that the criminal case against the perpetrators was not being pursued, I 

wrote a letter to the Justice and Security Commission of the Haitian Parliament on 
July 4, 2006, pleading for special and urgent attention to this case.  I was concerned 
that more violence would follow so long as the perpetrators remained free and 
unpunished.  In light of the prevailing impunity, there was a very real and terrifying 
fear amongst the residents of Grand Ravine that more persecution would follow.   

 
13. My fears became a reality on July 6, 2006, when the Little Machete Army, the same 

gang responsible for the massacre at the soccer game, again brutally murdered 
residents in Grand Ravine.  Although the magistrate judge wrote a report compiling 
the findings from his initial investigation of the crime scene and preliminary 
statements from the victims and witnesses, to my knowledge, no one was ever 
arrested for these murders.   Then on the night of July 26, 2006, the gang again 
returned to Grand Ravine to kill its residents and destroy their homes.  After this 
incident, many fled Grand Ravine never to return.  

 
14. After the massacres in July 2006, I sent a letter on August 2, 2006 to the Secretary of 

State for Public Security, Luc Eucher Joseph, copying the General Director of the 
Haitian National Police, the Minister of Justice, the Chief General of MINUSTAH, 
the Human Rights Division of MINUSTAH, and the Justice and Secretary 
Commission of the Haitian Parliament, informing him of the precarious security 
situation in Grand Ravine and requesting that collective action be taken to find a 
lasting solution to the violence there.  Despite the urgency of my request, it was 
basically ignored.  Although I received a letter from the Secretary of State for Public 
Security claiming that his agenda was full and that someone would contact me in the 
future to set up a meeting, no one ever did. 

 
15. Realizing that we needed to organize in order to get justice, AUMOHD and the 

family members of the victims of the attacks established the Grand Ravine 
Community Council for Human Rights (“CCDH”) in August 2006.  We were the only 
organized response to the devastating violence in that neighborhood.  Following one 
of our meetings on September 21, 2006, Bruner Esterne, the President of the CCDH, 
was murdered on his way home.  This was devastating to our cause, not only because 
of the loss of a respectable man, but because Bruner was an eyewitness to the attacks 
in August 2005.   His death also affected me very personally.   Bruner was not only 
my colleague, but also my friend.   When I went to see his body, he appeared to have 
been shot in the head and had bruises all over his jaw, stomach, and left foot.  I did 
everything I could to continue with our efforts, but it was apparent that without any 



assistance from the government, the members of AUMOHD and CCDH were not 
safe.   

 
16. After Bruner’s death, I made numerous appearances on national radio and television, 

informing the public about his murder, hoping to appeal to the public for help in 
bringing about justice.  I also wrote to Claudy Gassant, the prosecutor of the trial 
court at the time, soliciting an autopsy and requesting that legal action be taken 
against the perpetrators and accomplices of the murder.  To date, no one has been 
arrested or charged with his death.  

 
17. Shortly thereafter, I began to receive many threats from anonymous sources.  These 

callers threatened both my family and me.  One day, I received a call from a man 
identifying himself as “Jeanjean” who told me that those who spoke out about the 
massacres would “pay for it.”  Despite this intimidation, I continued my work.  I did 
not let the threats frighten me, but my work became much more difficult.  Both my 
staff members and the victims of the Grand Ravine massacre were scared to come to 
the AUMOHD office to work on the case.  The chief of police became so concerned 
about my safety that he sent two bodyguards to protect me.  Although having the 
protection of bodyguards was meant to help me, it was frustrating because people 
were intimidated by them and less likely to speak to me. 

 
18. Despite these setbacks, I delivered a petition on September 27, 2006 to the Prime 

Minister, the President, the Director of the Haitian National Police, and other high 
level officials in Haiti, requesting that they prosecute those responsible for the 
multiple massacres of Grand Ravine residents, provide security to all witnesses, 
victims, and residents of Grand Ravine, and compensate those who lost their relatives 
and homes during the attacks.  Nothing came of this request.   
 

19. Trying not to lose hope, I made an attempt in March of 2007 to keep the case alive by 
requesting that the Judicial Counselor hand over copies of all the documents related 
to the massacre at the soccer match in August 2005 and the subsequent massacres in 
Grand Ravine in July 2006.  This request went unanswered.  When this effort failed, I 
intensified my public activism related to the case, appearing on television  and on 
radio  dozens of times, meeting with local officials, and organizing a protest on April 
26, 2007 that drew a crowd of around a thousand people. 
 

20. On February 16, 2008, I met with Prime Minister Jacques-Édouard Alexis to discuss 
the ongoing threat of violence in Grand Ravine.  He agreed that we needed to work 
together to ease the violence and help financially relieve the victims of the massacres.   
The Prime Minister ordered the Minister of Justice, Rene Magloire, to work with 



AUMOHD on the Grand Ravine case.  The following Monday, I met with Rene 
Magloire and the Director of Judicial Affairs, who were both supposed to follow the 
case and report back to the Prime Minister.  These promises remained unfulfilled and, 
unfortunately, the Haitian Parliament removed Prime Minister Alexis in April 2008 
(for unrelated political reasons).  Throughout 2008, the AUMOHD staff and I 
continued our efforts by organizing sit-ins, press conferences, and other public events 
to raise awareness about the massacres in Grand Ravine.   

 
21. Having not forgotten about the original case against the seventeen officers who 

perpetrated the August 2005 massacre, I delivered a letter on June 20, 2009 to the 
Clerk of the trial court in Port-au-Prince that was responsible for the case.  I requested 
that the Clerk search the court records in order to determine whether a judgment had 
ever been issued.   The Clerk told me to return to the court in a week.  I returned a 
week later only to find out that the Clerk refused to disclose any information on the 
matter.   That same year, I also organized another protest against the ongoing injustice 
in this case and over a thousand people joined us to show their solidarity.  

 
22. Sadly, in January 2010, Haiti suffered a devastating earthquake, which destroyed 

much of our judicial system including the courthouse where the case against the 
perpetuators of the August 2005 massacre was pending.  I waited over a year to allow 
the government to rebuild and reinitiate the case, but on February 20, 2011, I believed 
that enough time had passed and sent a letter to the Prime Minister at the time, Jean 
Max Bellerive, describing the injustices of the Grand Ravine massacres.  I informed 
him of the promises of his predecessors and remained hopeful that he too would take 
up the case.  However, he resigned in May 2011 before taking any action on the case. 
 

23. Despite having been turned away before, I focused my attention back on getting 
Judge Perez-Paul to issue a judgment and in March of 2011, AUMOHD held a 
meeting with the Court Clerk.  The Court Clerk informed me that the court could not 
take the case because it was too political and explicitly stated, “we can’t have a 
judgment against the police in this case.”  To this day there has been no judgment by 
Judge Perez-Paul concerning the Grand Ravine case.  No one has been held 
accountable for any of the killings in 2005 or 2006.   

 
24. Holding steadfast in my efforts to advocate for the victims of the massacre within 

Haiti, I have continued to raise awareness about the case on television, radio, and in 
the news.  Most recently, in October of this year, I organized two press conferences to 
raise awareness about the Grand Ravine massacres and the forthcoming filing of the 
petition before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. 
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