
Important Information for 2011-2012 MSJ Program 
 

Page 1 of 4 

 

WELCOME TO SETON HALL LAW SCHOOL!! 
 
MSJ Orientation 
 
MSJ Orientation will be held from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. on Tuesday, May 31, 2011 in the Faculty 
Library (5th Floor).  Dinner will be served and parking will be validated if you park in the 
Central Parking garage located at 42 Mulberry Street.  Please confirm your attendance by e-
mailing Helen A. Cummings at helen.cummings@shu.edu or by calling 973-642-8380.  
 
Your First Class 
 
The Legal System:  Research & Writing I will meet on Mondays and Wednesdays from  
6 p.m. – 9 p.m.  Classes begin on Wednesday, June 1, 2011 and end on Wednesday, July 20, 
2011.  There will be a few select class sessions which will not meet face-to-face but will 
instead take place online through Blackboard (see Blackboard section on page 2 and 
attached instructions).  Further details regarding the online sessions will be set forth in the 
Syllabus which you will receive the first night of class. 
 
Textbooks 
 
The textbook being used is: John C. Dernbach et al., A Practical Guide to Legal Writing & 
Legal Method, (4th Ed., 2010), Aspen Publishers,.  ISBN # 9780735591899. 
You will also need to purchase: The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (Nineteenth 
Edition) and it is highly recommended that you purchase a Legal Dictionary. 
 
Your books can be purchased online through the Seton Hall Law School Bookstore 
http://www.shu-law.bkstr.com/.  You can also purchase your books by calling 973-642-
8569 (ask for Pete) or by e-mailing the bookstore at shu-law@bkstr.com. You can have 
your books shipped to you directly or you can pick them up at the Bookstore.  Please keep 
in mind that you must have completed your first assignment (see below) before class begins so 
I recommend that you get your books as early as possible.  The Bookstore will remain open 
until 7 p.m. on the day of Orientation so if you have not yet purchased or picked up your 
books you can do so before Orientation begins (please make sure to arrive early, as the line 
in the Bookstore can be quite long at the beginning of the semester).   
 
Your First Assignment 
 
Prior to your first class, please read Chapters 1 and 2 in Dernbach. Also, please read 
Foundations of the Law, American Governmental Structure (Chapter 4 - pp. 73-99) which is 
enclosed.  
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Health Form  
 
The State of New Jersey requires all students provide basic health information, including 
immunization information, to their institutions.  The enclosed form must be submitted to 
the Seton Hall University Health Services Immunization Coordinator by August 1, 2011 or 
you will have a registration hold placed on your account which will prevent you from 
being registered for Fall classes.  Most students need to visit their primary physician in 
order to have the form correctly filled out so please plan accordingly. 
 
The Health Form is enclosed and can also be found at: 
http://www.shu.edu/offices/health-services-forms.cfm  
 
If you have any questions about the form, please contact Health Services at 973-761-9175.  
Please submit the form directly to Health Services – do not return it to the Law 
School. 
 
Blackboard & Laptop Computers 
 
The Law School utilizes electronic classrooms through a system called “Blackboard.”  Some 
professors use Blackboard to post reading assignments, make announcements, answer 
questions and conduct online discussions regarding the course material.  Your first two 
courses, The Legal System: Research & Writing I and II, will use Blackboard extensively.  
You will need to have home or work access to a computer (and the internet) or else you 
will need to use the Computer Lab at the Law School in order to participate fully in your 
classes.  Blackboard is accessed through the LawNet (PirateNet) system. Through the 
LawNet System, you will be able to access to your Seton Hall email account, Blackboard, 
registration tools, and other important student services and information.   
 
Instructions for accessing LawNet, Blackboard, and your Seton Hall Law email are enclosed.  
Your LawNet and Blackboard accounts may not become active until right before classes 
begin.   
 
While MSJ students are not required to purchase laptop computers before entering Law 
School, we highly recommend that you own or have access to a Laptop computer, especially 
for taking exams.  If you need to buy a Laptop, please contact our Legal Computing 
Department and review the information at: 
 
http://law.shu.edu/it/Students/Laptop-Purchase.cfm 
 
Financial Aid 
 
ALL MSJ STUDENTS INTERESTED IN FINANCIAL AID FOR ANY OR ALL SEMESTERS 
MUST FILL OUT AND RETURN THE ENCLOSED 2011 SUMMER MSJ FINANCIAL AID 
APPLICATION.  YOU MUST FILL THIS OUT EVEN IF YOU DO NOT NEED FINANCIAL AID 

http://www.shu.edu/offices/health-services-forms.cfm
http://law.shu.edu/it/Students/Laptop-Purchase.cfm


Important Information for 2011-2012 MSJ Program 
 

Page 3 of 4 

 

FOR THE SUMMER SEMESTER, BUT ARE INTERESTED IN FINANCIAL AID FOR THE 
FALL AND/OR SPRING INSTEAD.   
In order to receive federal or private student financial aid, students must be enrolled on at 
least a half-time basis. This means you must take at least five credits in the Summer and 
six credits in the Fall and Spring semesters.  If you need assistance in planning your course 
schedule to meet the credit minimum, please contact Helen A. Cummings, at 
helen.cummings@shu.edu or by calling 973-642-8380. 
 
If you are considering or will be funding any part of your education through federal and/or 
private loans, please see the enclosed Summer 2011 Financial Aid Procedures, MSJ Summer 
2011 Financial Aid Application (which must be returned to the Office of Financial Resource 
Management), and the Financial Aid Booklet.  The Office of Financial Resource Management 
can be reached at 973-642-8850/8733.  
 
Please note that if you will be seeking financial aid for the 2011 Summer semester, you 
must fill out the 2010-2011 FAFSA.  If you will be seeking financial aid for the Fall and 
Spring semesters as well as Summer, you must fill out both the 2010-2011 FAFSA and the 
2011-2012 FAFSA.  Please visit www.fafsa.ed.gov to fill out your required FAFSA.    
 
Recommended Reading List 
 
Please see enclosed Recommended Reading List. 
 
Academic Policy 
 
Please see enclosed Academic Policy.  
 
Academic Calendar 
 
The Academic Calendar for the 2011-2012 academic year is enclosed.  Please note that Fall 
classes begin on August 22, 2011.  Also, please note the exam periods for both the Fall and 
the Spring Semesters.  Do not make any plans to be away during the exam periods!  
Your exams can be scheduled for any day during the exam period and exams are not re-
scheduled due to business or personal scheduling conflicts.  All evening classes (6 p.m. and 
later) will be scheduled for evening exams but they can be on any weekday.  The exam 
schedule is posted approximately six to eight weeks before exams begin.   
 
Class Schedule for Fall ‘11 and Spring ‘12 
 
The Fall 2011 Registration Handbook is on the Law School’s Website at 
http://law.shu.edu/Students/academics/curriculum/Registration-Information.cfm.  
 
The Registration Handbook lists the MSJ course schedule in a separate section after the JD 
course schedule, typically the last 2-3 pages of the Registration Handbook (MSJ courses are 
designated by Section “zz”). Please take the time to read through the general information 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://law.shu.edu/Students/academics/curriculum/Registration-Information.cfm


Important Information for 2011-2012 MSJ Program 
 

Page 4 of 4 

 

applicable to all students, whether MSJ, JD or LLM, located in the first approximate twenty 
pages of the Registration Handbook. You will find important information regarding course 
exam information, registration deadlines, course withdrawal and refund information, 
among other important sections.  Please note that because you are an incoming student, 
you will not be able to register for the Fall semester during the registration period of April 
12.  However, you will be able to register for the Fall semester once you begin classes in 
June.  
 
Exams 
 
Each semester’s Registration Handbook advises which courses have In-class Exams, which 
courses have Take-home Exams and which courses have Self-Scheduled Exams.  Your 
first exam will be Business Law in Fall ‘11 and will be an In-class Exam.  For future 
courses, it is your responsibility to find out what type of exam is being offered in any course 
you take (first check the Registration Handbook, then read the syllabus and finally, if you 
can’t figure out which type of exam is required for the course, ask the professor teaching 
the course).  It is also your responsibility to familiarize yourself with the procedures for 
each type of exam.  See Exam Procedures on the MSJ homepage and the Registrar’s 
webpage on Exams & Grading.  If you have any questions or do not understand any of the 
exam procedures, please ask well in advance of the beginning of the exam period! 
 
Regardless of which type of exam you are taking, you will need to have updated software 
on your Laptop in order to properly download and upload your exam.  Again, do not wait 
until the exam period to try and update your software.  Look for signs posted around the 
Law School prior to exams which will advise you of software update procedures and check 
MyLaw for updates. 
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