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“A thing is valued . . . only if  it is 
rare and hard to get.”

•The Handmaid’s Tale
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Jack Skinner

• Marriage and 
procreation are 
fundamental to the 
very existence and 
survival of  the race.

• Skinner v. Oklahoma
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Carrie Buck

• “Three generations of  imbeciles are enough.”
• Justice Holmes, Buck v. Bell
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The Relf  Sisters
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• “In no other area of  medicine does the treatment 
of  an ailment—in this case, infertility—call for the 
creation of  another human being.” 
• The President’s Council on Bioethics, Reproduction and 

Responsibility: The Regulation of  New Biotechnologies 
(March 2004)
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People are awful



People are curious (and maybe a 
little awful)



Making the babies we want
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Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis or 
Preimplantation Genetic Testing

• Screening test used to 
determine if  genetic or 
chromosomal disorders 
are present in embryos 
produced through in 
vitro fertilization (IVF). 
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• CRISPR
• Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short 

Palindromic Repeat.
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Dr. He & The CRISPR 
Controversy
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• Health and well-being of  the human subjects 
directly affected by the biotechnologies. 
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• Justice and equality in 
the distribution of  
scientific advances.
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• Perpetuation of  
negative attitudes 
toward disability and 
difference. 
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• Further 
commodification of  
reproduction
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• Preserving the humanity of  human procreation.

• “I exaggerate, but in the direction of  truth, when I 
insist that we are faced with having to decide 
nothing less than whether human procreation is 
going to remain human, whether children are 
going to be made rather than begotten, whether it 
is a good thing, humanly speaking, to say yes in 
principle to the road which leads (at best) to the 
dehumanized rationality of  Brave New World.” 
• Leon Kass, The Wisdom of  Repugnance. 
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Procreation without limits!

Procreation without limits!
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“Ordinary, said Aunt Lydia, is what you are 
used to. This may not seem ordinary to you 
now, but after a time it will. It will become 

ordinary.”

• Margaret Atwood, THE HANDMAID’S
TALE
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How to find me!

•Twitter- @ProfessorMutch

•E-mail- Kim.Mutcherson@rutgers.edu
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