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PRAYER OF

St. Francis of Assisi
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace;

where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;

and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek

to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;

to be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive;

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.



Michael A. Chagares 
Chief Judge  
United States Court of Appeals  
for the Third Circuit

Michael A. Chagares is Chief Judge of the  
United States Court of Appeals for the Third  
Circuit and has been a Circuit Judge since  
April 2006. He is a member of the Judicial  

Conference of the United States, the governing body of the federal  
judiciary, and was appointed by Chief Justice Roberts to the Executive  
Committee of the Judicial Conference. Chief Judge Chagares served  
as a member and later Chair of the federal Appellate Rules Advisory  
Committee. He is Chair of the Working Group on Immigrant  
Representation in New Jersey, which aims to increase representation  
of low-income immigrants and to improve the quality of immigrant 
representation. Before taking the bench, Chief Judge Chagares was  
a partner in the law firm of Cole Schotz, P.A. and served as a Hearing  
Officer for the 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund. From 1990 to 2004,  
he served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office  
in Newark, becoming Chief of the Civil Division in 1999. He has  
served as law clerk to the Honorable Morton I. Greenberg, U.S.C.J.,  
whose seat Chief Judge Chagares now holds, and has been an Adjunct  
Professor at Seton Hall Law School since 1991. Chief Judge Chagares  
is a graduate of Gettysburg College and Seton Hall Law School  
and serves on the law school’s Board of Visitors. 

 
Commencement Speaker

He has published various articles and is a co-author of the  
book New Jersey Federal Civil Procedure. He has served as President  
of the boards of community organizations such as his town’s  
public library, West Bergen Mental Healthcare, and the Torpedoes  
Soccer Club, has served on the board of organizations such as  
A Future With Hope, The New Jersey Lawyer Newspaper, and the 
Historical Society of the U.S. District Court for the District of  
New Jersey, and is a former Chair of the New Jersey State Bar 
Association’s Federal Practice and Procedure Section. Chief Judge 
Chagares has received the William J. Brennan, Jr. Award from  
the Association of the Federal Bar, two U.S. Department of  
Justice Director’s Awards, and the Seton Hall Law School Adjunct  
Professor of the Year award from the students. Chief Judge  
Chagares has lectured abroad on behalf of the U.S. Department  
of State to foreign judges, officials, and others about the United  
States justice system and the rule of law.



PROCESSIONAL
Grand Marshal: Paula A. Franzese, J.D. 

Peter W. Rodino Professor of Law

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER
Francis Scott Key

Soloist: Emily Cavanaugh, J.D. ’25

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Ronald Weich, J.D. 

Dean

INVOCATION
Reverend Nicholas S. Gengaro, S.T.L. 

Law School Chaplain

DEAN’S REMARKS
Ronald Weich, J.D. 

Dean

WELCOME REMARKS
Katia Passerini, Ph.D. 

Provost and Senior Executive Vice President

Elaine A. Rocha, J.D. ’98 
Chair, Seton Hall Law Board of Visitors

C-Suite Executive, Board Member  
and Entreprenuer

Program
INTRODUCTION OF COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Hüsniye Cogur, J.D. ’25 
President, Student Bar Association

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
The Honorable Michael A. Chagares

United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit

ADDRESS BY MEMBER OF THE CLASS OF 2025
Najma Hassan, J.D. ’25

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Devon Corneal, J.D. ’03, M.S.
Associate Dean for Academics

Jenny Brooke Condon, J.D. ’03 
Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs  

Professor of Law, Director Equal Justice Clinic

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES

BENEDICTION
Kevin McKenzie, J.D. ’25

ALMA MATER
Byrne-Montani

RECESSIONAL



SUMMER 2024
J.D. GRADUATES

Jair Bodnar
Jason Guan

SUMMER 2024
M.L.S. GRADUATES

Heather Carriedo
Enock Chibende
Sarah Cox
Dawn Daily
Danielle Dennis
Samantha Holzapfel
Allyson Hunt
John Johnkins
Angelia Johnson
Michelle Jordan
Keller Kahn
Michael Martinelli
Lauri Mathis
Lita Peterson
Tatiana Sangadzhieva
Iris Townsend

FALL 2024
LL.M. GRADUATES

Paul Forsman
Gloria Estefania Huertas

FALL 2024
J.D. GRADUATES

John Bonfiglio
Courtney Bottge
Madeline Conroy

Isaac Iheke
Samarth Parikh
Krushna Patel
Matthieu Rafizadeh
Azadeh Sakizadeh
Dastagyul Yusubova

FALL 2024
M.L.S. GRADUATES

Robert Alexander
ReDale Benton-Flores
Jessica Bernokeits
Elisa Antonietta Blardone  
Brandyn Blunt  
Carol Clein
Tiffani Donaldson 
Marelis Gonzalez
Keisha Gordon
Rayannah Hill
Daniella Jeannot
Joseph Kassis
David Marcano
Marcy Patterson
Kathleen Pucciarello
Gabrielle Richards-Hinds
Frederick Samedy
Denise Savage
Jennifer Scheck
Erica Schweikert
Christine Smith
Diana Stawarz
Kenneth Swinney 
Nora Urcuyo
Charlotte Whitehead
Benjamin Woodcox

Candidates for Degrees
SPRING 2025

LL.M. GRADUATES

Ernani Althaus Motta
April Campos
Xiomara Corniel de Vasquez
Carissa Darsan
Kutluhan Erkan
Bastian Euler
Rachell Mercedes Genao De Leon
Rosa Giambrone
Jill Gold
Nasir Javed
Vishah Khan
Jeyran Nasibova
Cecilia Oseguera
Matylda Paczut
Yoselin Paredes Alvarado
Dayrenis Penzo
Milcy Josue Polanco
Carlos Antonio Polanco Garcia
Edward Roberts
Samyuktha Sankar
Atouriwe Tanlire

SPRING 2025
J.D. GRADUATES

Jonathan Acampora
Alejandra Aguirre
Kaitlyn Akroush
Mahima Alam
Rhyan Almonacy
Emmeline Anderson
Michael Asante-Appiah
Skyler Aspir
Mariaeva Batlle

Jennifer Beck
Kevin Belanger
Shoshana Benstein
Daria Beshentseva
Joshua Bey
Elizabeth Binetti
Elijah Bland
Misheel Boldbaatar
Sally Bright  
Samuel Brownsword  
Laura Burkett 
Harrison Burns
Charles Buschmann
Tyler Callagy
Jill Campione
Sean Carden
Alexandra Cavanaugh
Emily Cavanaugh
Kevin Chamow
Christina Chatrnuck
Abbas Chaudhry
Hyesun Choi
Joon Ho Choi 
Symone Cirton
Hüsniye Cogur
Cortney Colangelo
Liam Cosgrove
Devin Cox
Christine Cromie
William Dailey
Matthew D’Amato
William DeMartin
Devin Droll
Clement Dupuy
Connor Edge
Sarah Elsakhawy



Claire Fennelly
Isabella Fisher
Emmanuel Flitsanov
Christopher Frey
Kevin Fry
Peter Galati
Peter Gao
Nicholas Garita
Kamil Gaska
Andrew Gault
Sophia Gengaro
Nadia Ghazal
Victoria Giordano
William Grabas
Taylor Green
Natalie Greenspan
Madelyn Grumet
Santiago Guevara
Stephanie Guzman
Emily Harris
Najma Hassan
Kristine Hernandez
Sarah Hobbi
Zachary Hoffman
Bradley Hoffmann
Brandon Hornlein
Mailinda Hoxha
Madeline Humphrey
Austin Hunter
Sam Imperato
Jessica Jamgochian
Daniel Jang
Christina Janiec
Anna Juliano 
Abraham Kazmir
Joseph Keller
Dana Kit
Timothy Knapp
Christian Ko

Ardita Komoni
Alexander Krukar
Bartholomew Lahiff
Alexander Langa
Esther Larios
Joshua LaRock
Jake Lawrie
Joy Lee
Thomas Lemons
Elizabeth Lesso
Brandon Li
Anna Lis
Kristen Liu
Arionna Loreti
Ryan Lynch
Georgia Macedo Cardoso
Victoria Machado
Colin Marshall
Darren Mattos
Rachel McDonald
Jessica McGloin
James McGowan 
Kylie McKeever
Kevin McKenzie
Pooja Mehta
Julia Michael
Mary Mikhail
Matthew Mingle
Myron Minn-Thu-Aye
Aditya Mishra 
Elika Mohebbi
Ruth Mokhtar
Christiana Mones
Shea Moran
Rosalena Morrell
Casey Morrison
John Mostow
Dhrubaa Mukherjee
David Mulcahy

Zachary Murray
Marisa Nardelli
Katherine Neff
Nicole Ng
Nicholas Nicholson
Jacob Norris
Brittany Nosher
John Nunez
Timothy O’Connor
Alison Opdyke
Justin Orsini
Anthony Paradiso
Avani Patel
Priyanka Patel
Rebecca Paul
Stephen Peretz
William Petrella
Robert Pringle
Amanda Pumarejo
Francesca Purcell
Aury Quezada
Alfred Ragone
Michael Reilly
Emma Riccardi
Lisa Roe
Ezra Rothenberg
Nicolette Rubel
Julia Ruch
Joseph Russo
Hank Scheffler
Anthony Schlass
Andrew Scott
Joanna Scotti
Omar Serrano
Damiano Servidio
Peter Shah
Simon Shapiro
Alexander Sieburth
Julie Silberfein

Anveer Singh
Matthew Smith
Ben Sobel
Jennifer Solano
Peter Stokes
Charlotte Sweeney
Camile Taylor
Emma Taylor
Randall Terhune
Claudia Theagene
Jack Treacy
Kevin Turner
Michael Valente
Emma Valiante
Elisabeth Van Embden
Elyssa Van Houtte 
Nicol Vargas
Melissa Velasco
Jack Vesper 
Lauren Vuolo
Timothy Wagner
Alexander Walton
Spozhmai Wardak
Kyle Wavro
Maura Wester
Alexander Wilson
Jessica Wisowaty
Emily York
Iva Zovko
Carla Zurita
Maxim Zwarycz



SPRING 2025
M.L.S. GRADUATES

Susan Angad
Warren Black
Marvin Castillo
Mary Chastain
Jennifer Cirillo
Vivian Curcione
Matthew Cusanelli
Knaggs Felisme
Kimberla Gamble
Ciera Gibson
Joseph Guerrero Ortega
Erica Hardy
Jennifer Heil

Jennifer Hsu
Carina Lacayo
John Manchester
Tatiana Martinez
Gabriela McLellan
Jocelyn Micolucci
Marilyn Monestime
LaShonda Morris
Alexis Shoemaker
Donald Smith
Veronica Speaks
Michelle Tacey
Sandra Thompsen
Dana Velazquez
Alina Weissman



At the Law School’s Commencement Exercises,  

Seton Hall University confers four law degrees: 

Master of Legal Studies (M.L.S.) (formerly Master of Science in 
Jurisprudence (M.S.J.) program is designed for non-lawyers eager to  
advance their careers and enhance their marketability. M.L.S. students 
concentrate in Corporate Compliance, Health and Hospital Law, 
Pharmaceutical and Medical Device Law and Compliance, Gaming 
Regulation and Compliance, Sports Law and Compliance, or General  
Legal Studies. Joint concentrations are also available. M.L.S. students 
complete the 31-credit-hour master’s degree online, or as a hybrid  
online/traditional (in-person) degree program.

The Juris Doctor, the traditional law degree, is pursued post-college  
and requires 88 credit hours. The program is three years of full- 
time study or four years of part-time study. All credits must be earned  
within six years. Seton Hall graduates are eligible to take the bar 
examination in all states. Seton Hall designs its course of study to  
ensure that all students gain basic competence for the many  
opportunities and responsibilities that will confront them. It offers 
substantive law taught in classroom settings, predominantly through  
the casebook, problem or simulation methods of instruction.  
Students not only learn the law, but are also encouraged to analyze  
related policy issues and to consider the effect laws have on people’s  
lives. The required course curriculum is the foundation upon  
which later electives, seminars, and clinical work build. Upper- 
class students have wide latitude in program planning and may  
pursue a “concentration” in several areas of law or informally  
specialize in a number of other fields. Through diverse clinical and  
skills offerings, students have a first-hand opportunity to engage  
in a highly supervised law practice. 

The Health Law, Financial Services Compliance, and Intellectual  
Property programs provide attorneys with an opportunity to  
broadly explore each of these areas. The Health Law LL.M. program  
is designed for both practicing health care attorneys and those  
seeking to expand their practice to health care clients. The Financial  
Services Compliance LL.M. program offers students the opportunity  
to broadly explore financial services or to focus more narrowly  
on areas such as securities regulation and compliance, taxation,  
or data protection. The IP program is designed for attorneys who  
wish to transition from other practice areas to IP, government  
officials, and regulators who specialize or wish to specialize in IP  
related issues, and law school graduates who are interested in  
teaching or other academic research relating to IP Law.

The LL.M. in American Law is a full-time, in-person program for  
foreign-educated lawyers seeking to practice law in the United  
States. The program is designed to satisfy the program requirements  
for eligibility to sit for many state bar examinations, including  
New York. Students take their courses on the weekends  
and supplement their classroom work with online activities.



Edward J. Bishof ’80/M.B.A. ’88 
Vice President for Finance and  

Chief Financial Officer

Matthew Borowick ’89/M.B.A. ’94 
Vice President for University Relations

Monica N. Burnette, Ph.D. ’17 
Vice President for Student Services

Kimberly A. Capadona, ’98/J.D. ’01 
General Counsel

 Paul E. Fisher Jr., M.P.A. ’98 
Chief Information Officer

Reverend Colin Adrian Kay, M.Div. ’05 
Vice President for Mission and Ministry

Erik Lillquist, J.D. 
Deputy Provost, Chief Administrative Officer 

and Executive Vice President

Patrick G. Lyons, M.B.A., M.S.T. 
Executive Vice President, Chief of Staff  

 and Chief Operations Officer

Alyssa McCloud, M.A. ’01/Ph.D.’09 
Executive Vice President for  

Enrollment Management and Recruitment

Amy F. Newcombe, M.Ed. ’97/J.D. 
Executive Vice President for Board Affairs  

and University Strategy

Jon Paparsenos ’99 
Vice President, University Advancement

Katia Passerini, Ph.D. 
Provost and Senior Executive Vice President

Lisa Metz 
Executive Director of Presidential Affairs

Executive Cabinet

John E. Buschman, D.L.S. 
Associate Provost of Research and Innovation 

and Dean, University Libraries

Ronald Weich, J.D. 
Dean, School of Law

Kristi Stinson, Ph.D., R.N., A.P.N.-B.C. 
Interim Dean, College of Nursing

Jonathan Farina, Ph.D. 
Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Richard Bryan Crable, Ph.D.  
 Dean, College of Human Development,  

Culture, and Media

Mary Kate Naatus, Ph.D. 
Assistant Provost and Dean, Continuing 

Education and Professional Studies

Reverend Monsignor 
Gerard H. McCarren, S.T.D. 

Rector/Dean,  
Immaculate Conception Seminary 

School of Theology

Courtney Smith, Ph.D. 
Dean, School of Diplomacy and  

International Relations

Vikram Dayalu, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 
Interim Dean 

School of Health and Medical Sciences

Joyce A. Strawser, Ph.D. 
Dean, Stillman School of Business

Deans of  
the Schools and Colleges

May 2025 Graduating Students to be Recognized for Completing  
at Least 50 Hours of Volunteer Service through the  

Seton Hall Law School Center for Social Justice Pro Bono Service Program 

Jonathan Acampora

Rhyan Almonacy

Daria Beshentseva

Husniye Cogur

Sarah Hobbi

Timothy Knapp

Pooja Mehta

Mary Mikhail

Amanda Pumarejo

Lisa Roe

Nicolette Rubel

Anthony Schlass

Randall Terhune

Emma Valiante

Emily L. York



Alma Mater Celebrating 50 years

Class of 1975




