
Life, Liberty, [and the Pursuit 
of Happiness]

Medical Marijuana in Historical Perspective





Slater: George Washington toked weed, 
are you kiddin' me, man? He grew fields of 
that stuff.… The whole country back then 
was gettin' high… Every day, George would 
come home, Martha would have a big fat 
bowl waiting for him …. She was a hip, a 
hip, hip lady, man.

Dazed and Confused (1993)



William Brooke O’Shaughnessy (1809-1889)





Grimault “Indian Cigarettes”



Pharmacopoiea of 
the United States 
(11th ed. 1936)



Harry J. Anslinger, Commissioner, Federal 
Bureau of Narcotics (1930—1962)





Leary v. United States (1969)





President Nixon to Chief of Staff Bob 
Haldeman (1971)



R. Keith Stroup
Founder, NORML





Robert Randall (1948-2001)
“America’s Only Legal Pot Smoker” from 1976-80



Regina v. Dudley & Stephens, 14 Q.B.D. 273 (1884)



Judge James A. Washington



Marijuana Field at the University of Mississippi



Elvy Musikka





Sept. 6, 1988





Dennis Peron (1945-2018)



Dennis Peron and Mary Jane Rathbun (“Brownie Mary)



Cannabis Buyers Club , San Francisco





Bill Zimmerman, Californians for Medical Rights 
(1996)



George Soros
George Zimmer (CEO, 
Men’s Warehouse)





1996 California Election Results on Prop. 215 
(Compassionate Use Act)

Yes: 55.6%  Yes: 45.4%



Dennis Peron at Proposition 215 Victory Party 
San Francisco, November 1996



Venice Beach, California



Scott Imler (1958-2018)
President, Los Angeles Cannabis Research Center, 1996-2001



States with Legal Medical Marijuana (2012)



General Barry McCaffrey 
Clinton Administration Drug Czar, 1996-2001



Ed Rosenthal
Horticulturist, Medical Marijuana Activist, High Times Columnist



Ed Rosenthal 
Post-conviction press conference (2003)



Gonzalez v. Raich, 545 U.S. 1 (2005) 

Angel Raich Diane Monson





Deputy Attorney Gen. David Ogden

(2008-10) 

Deputy Attorney Gen. James M. Cole

(2010-15)



2010 California Election Results on Prop. 19
(Regulate, Control & Tax Cannabis Act)

No: 53.5%  Yes: 46.5%



Successful Recreational Marijuana Initiatives in 2012

Washington Initiative 502: 

55.7%-44.3%

Colorado Amendment 64: 

55.3%-44.7%



California Prop. 64 (2016)



Legal Recreational Use (2018)
(bright green)



Recreationals vs. Medicals
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