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Dr. Yohuru Williams is a Distinguished University Chair, Professor and the Founding Director 

of the Racial Justice Initiative at the University of St. Thomas. A noted scholar of the civil rights 

and black power movements, an education activist and frequent national commentator, he is an 

important voice on the topics of race and social justice. 

 

Dr. Williams holds a joint appointment in the Department of History and the School of Law. As 

a Distinguished University Chair, he helps the university address equity and justice topics that 

are outside any one school or college and separate from the internal-facing portfolio of the Office 

of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. His scholarly articles have appeared in the American Bar 

Association's Insights on Law and Society, The Organization of American Historians Magazine 

of History, The Black Scholar, The Journal of Black Studies, Pennsylvania History, Delaware 

History, and the Black History Bulletin.  

 

In addition to his scholarly works, Dr. Williams also serves on the advisory board of Voters of 

Tomorrow, a Gen Z-led 501(c)(4) organization that engages and represents young Americans in 

politics and government. 


