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EPHRAIM (FRY) WERNICK is a partner in the government investigations and 
white collar defense practice group at Vinson & Elkins LLP (“V&E”). As a 
Chambers-rated attorney and former supervisor of the U.S. Department of Justice’s 
Criminal Fraud Section and Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (“FCPA”) Unit, Fry’s 
practice centers on corporate internal investigations and representing companies 
and individuals involved in federal, state and congressional investigations. Fry also 
provides compliance counseling to multinational companies on anticorruption and 
sanctions matters, especially when engaged in transactions in emerging markets. 
While serving as a federal prosecutor at DOJ, Fry led and supervised six of the 
largest-ever cases involving violations of the FCPA and money laundering statutes, 
including the 1MDB/Goldman Sachs, Rolls Royce, Unaoil, VimpelCom, Telia, and 
MTS cases. Fry also represented the United States as the DOJ delegate and 
subject matter expert on international corruption and asset recovery issues in 
multiple international fora, including the U.N. Convention Against Corruption 
(UNCAC) in Vienna and the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) in Paris.  
 
Fry’s government experience also includes two turns at the U.S. Senate, including 
as Counsel to the Chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary and as 
Counsel to the Ranking Member of the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations. Fry frequently writes on white collar criminal and FCPA matters, and 
his work has been published and or quoted in the Financial Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Bloomberg, The Hill, Law 360, Global Investigations Review and The Anti-
Corruption Report, among other publications. Fry has been recognized as a top 
lawyer in the fields of white collar defense, investigations, compliance and crisis 
management by Chambers, Legal 500, LawDragon and Who’s Who Legal, and 
Law360 has named Fry as a “Compliance MVP.” Fry graduated from Brown 
University in 1999 and the University of Texas School of Law in 2003. 
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