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Magda Schaler-Haynes is Professor of Health Policy and Management and of 

Population and Family Health at the Mailman School of Public Health at Columbia 

University. Her scholarship and teaching focus on the use of law to advance 

equitable public health policy in diverse arenas including healthcare professional 

licensing, reproductive and maternal health, antidiscrimination initiatives and 

pandemic response. Prior to joining the full-time faculty, Schaler-Haynes spent over 

two decades working in health law and policy including multiple senior roles in 

public service at state and federal levels. She served in the administration of New 

Jersey Governor Phil Murphy, most recently as Senior Advisor at the New Jersey 

Office of the Attorney General; previously as Director of Policy and Strategic 

Planning at the New Jersey Department of Health. She has also held roles as 

Special Advisor for healthcare and women's issues to a U.S. Senator and as 

Senior Health Policy Advisor at the New York State Insurance 

Department. Schaler-Haynes holds J.D. and M.P.H. degrees from Columbia 

University and B.A. from Brandeis University. 


