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Dr. Matthew H. Hersch is a Fellow and Adjunct Professor of Law, Gibbons Institute of Law,
Science & Technology at Seton Hall University School of Law. He studies technology, risk,
and the ethics and professional responsibilities of engineers. He received his SB in
Political Science from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, his JD from New York
University School of Law, and his AM and PhD in the History and Sociology of Science
from the University of Pennsylvania, during which he held a Daniel and Florence
Guggenheim Fellowship at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Air and Space Museum
and a History of Science Society/National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Fellowship in the History of Space Science. He has held faculty appointments in Penn’s
School of Arts and Sciences, School of Engineering and Applied Science, and College of
Liberal and Professional Studies; the University of Southern California; Harvard
University's Department of the History of Science; and NYU Law, where he is a Samuel I.
Golieb Fellow in Legal History. Dr. Hersch has also held a Visitorship at the Institute for
Advanced Study, and Fellowships with the American Council of Learned
Societies/Heyman Center for the Humanities at Columbia University and the Huntington-
USC Institute on California and the West. He is the author of Dark Star: A New History of
the Space Shuttle (MIT Press, 2023), Inventing the American Astronaut (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2012), co-author of A Social History of American Technology, 2nd Edition
(Oxford University Press, 2018), and co-editor of War and Peace in Outer Space: Ethical
and Legal Boundaries (Oxford University Press, 2021).



