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Ronald K. Chen is a University Professor, Distinguished Professor of Law and Judge Leonard I. 
Garth Scholar at Rutgers Law School. He was dean of the School of Law and the first co-dean of 
Rutgers Law School 2013-2018. At Rutgers He teaches first year Contracts, Federal Courts, and 
litigates civil rights and civil liberties cases in the Constitutional Rights Clinic. Professor Chen earned 
a bachelor’s degree from Dartmouth College in 1980 and received his J.D. from Rutgers Law School 
with high honors in 1983, where he was editor-in-chief of the Rutgers Law Review. He served as a 
law clerk to the Honorable Leonard I. Garth of the United States Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit, and then was an associate at Cravath, Swaine & Moore until 1987. From 2006 to 2010, 
Professor Chen served as the first Public Advocate of New Jersey. His areas of focus included 
eminent domain reform, voters’ rights, affordable housing, childhood lead poisoning prevention, 
deinstitutionalization of persons with developmental disabilities and mental health services’ 
consumers, and affordable energy for ratepayers. Professor Chen is also an active leader of the 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), and currently serves as Chair of the New Jersey Supreme 
Court Advisory Committee on Professional Ethics, as a member of the New Jersey Law Journal 
editorial board, the Advisory Board of the New Jersey League of Women Voters, and the NJ 
Supreme Court Historical Society Advisory Board. Outside of the legal profession, Professor Chen 
is actively involved in the sport of rowing, and served as an umpire at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics 
and numerous other domestic and international rowing championships. 
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