Discussion Questions for Week 1
A "threaded discussion" is a discussion forum that allows students to respond to questions posted by the
professor (original responses), which can then be read by other users who add their own comments in
response (secondary postings). Unlike chat rooms and other "real-time" interaction forums, threaded
discussions do not require different users to be logged on at the same time.
Discussion questions are assigned each week. Original responses to these questions must be posted by
Thursday at 11:59PM. Original responses must be at least 250 words and must incorporate concepts
from the lectures and assigned readings.
Secondary Responses/Postings: Each student must post two or more secondary responses to other
students’ postings for each discussion question. Secondary responses are due by 11:59PM on the
Monday following the week in which the questions were assigned. They must be a minimum of 150
words and, like original responses, should incorporate concepts from the lectures and assigned readings.
Students are encouraged to embark on interactive discussions that go beyond the minimum number of
secondary postings.
Although the discussion board is expected to be student-driven, professors will be participating in the
discussions as well.
DQ 1.1: Researchers predict that, within the next two decades, almost 90% of human body parts will be
replaceable with organs grown in the laboratory using biotechnology techniques. In fact, British
scientists recently reported the growth of a complete and functional mouse thymus, an organ located
near the heart that acts as a vital immune system nerve center. Identify and discuss some potential risks
and benefits of such a shift in transplantation norms from human organ donors to biotechnology-derived
organs.
DQ 1.2: Because biotechnology consists of a spectrum of disciplines and technologies, there is no
“biotechnology law” in the sense that there is environmental law or criminal law. Many traditional legal
realms have an impact on biotechnology. Identify 2-3 areas of the law that you believe are most
implicated by developments in biotechnology, given the readings and your own experience. How do you
think developments in biotechnology will affect these areas of law? What specific dilemmas will courts
and legislatures be forced to confront?
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